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Zephyrs was exhibited in the Royal Academy
Exhibition after the death of Sir George
Beaumont, who died in the country without
seeing it.
Judging from the tone of the press respecting my
first work, which I had sent from Rome, it was evi-
dent that my group caused alarm in the camp of my
competitors. It was already known that my work
was ordered by one of the greatest judges on art in
England, and it was well known too that the Duke
of Devonshire had previously honoured me with
his patronage. The group was said to be inferior
to the performances produced at home. One of the
articles in the daily papers asserted that its only
merit consisted in the beautiful finish of the
material. The same paper contained a long eulogium
upon a figure of some gentleman by Chantrey. I
will here give another letter of Mr. W. Taylor.
"EARLESTOKE PARK,
" 30th December, 1828.
" You must indeed think me a strange neglect-
ful person, for not having immediately thanked
you upon the safe arrival of Paris. But in truth
altho' I did not write, I have been anything but
inattentive to your interest, or insensible to your
kindness in the successful exertions you have made
to render Paris worthy of yourself and most accept-
able to us, I delayed from day to day writing,